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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-7 are presented for examination. 

Priority 

2. Claimed priority to U.S. Patent Application 09/596,461, now U.S. Patent 6/6,647,305 is 
acknowledged. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The Information Disclosure Statement submitted 1/2/04 does not completely comply with 
37 C.F.R. 1.98(b)(5) which requires the publications listed to contain a publish date, therefore 
certain listings have been lined through by the examiner and have not been considered. 

Drawings 

4. The drawings received on 3/15/04 are acceptable for examination purposes but are 
objected to by the Examiner. 

5. The drawings are objected to because of the following: 

Page 8 line 25 - page 9 line 1 states that 118 communicates with 102 through 120 in 
reference to figure 1, however there also a direct communication line between 118 and 102. 

Page 13 line 23 of the specification states that 2mm and 10mm options are displayed in 
figure 8, however figure 8 shows 3mm and 10mm selected. 

Figure 5, reference numbers 504 and 402 drawn to the same part. 
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Corrected drawing sheets are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment 
of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. 
The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a 
drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement 
sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes 
made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional 
replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. The 
replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 
1.84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted 
by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in 
the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

6. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(5) because they 
include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the description: 609, 1510, 180. 
Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d), or amendment to the 
specification to add the reference character(s) in the description in compliance with 37 CFR 
1.121(b) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. 

7. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(5) because they 
do not include the following reference character(s) mentioned in the description: 1802. 
Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. 
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8. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on 
the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The 
replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 
1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted 
by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in 
the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

9. The examiner has provided a number of examples of the drawing deficiencies in the 
above, however, the list of deficiencies may not be all inclusive. Applicant should refer to these 
as examples of deficiencies and should make all the necessary corrections to eliminate the 
drawing objections. 

Specification 

10. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on a 
separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that the abstract not exceed 
150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the 
printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as "means" 
and "said," should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist 
readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given in the 
title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure concerns," 
"The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes," etc. 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it contains a number of words in 

excess of 150. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 
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1 1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Page 8 line 25 - page 9 line 1 states "database 118 communicates with the CAD system 
102 through server CAD adapter 120". Figure 1 shows a communication lines from 102 to both 
120 and 118. 

Page 13 line 9 refers to figure 7 and "options 608", options 608 found in figure 6, figure 7 
has options 609. 

Page 13 line 23, in reference to figure 8, states ".. .display the 2mm and the 10mm 
options", however figure 8 has the 3mm and 10mm options checked. 

Page 13 line 25 refers to figure 9 and "link 502 shown in Fig. 9." Figure 9 does not label 
any element with 502. 

Page 14 line 10 refers to figure 1 1 and link 502. Figure 1 1 does not label any element 
with 502. 

Page 15 line 8 refers to "unmodified object icon 1302", previously 1202. 

Page 15 line 10 refers to "the administrative system level 1420", previously 1402, 
reference number 1420 directed to modify CAD object. 

Page 16 line 20 refers to "available options 608", previously "option numbers". 

Page 17 line 25 refers to "server 126", previously 122, reference number 126 previously 
"client". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

12. The examiner has provided a number of examples of the specification deficiencies in the 
above, however, the list of deficiencies may not be all inclusive. Applicant should refer to these 
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specification objections. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

13. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by Twigg 
(U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/0012007 Al). 



14. Claims 1-4 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Burrows et 
al (U.S. Pat 6,397,1 17). The claimed invention reads on Burrows et al as follows: 

Burrows et al discloses (claim 1) a method of modifying a product configuration form, 
the method comprising the steps of receiving over a network a form modification request from a 
client computer (col. 4 lines 50-53), generating in a design system an updated product 
configuration form in which at least one question-answer field is modified in accordance with the 
form modification request and permitted design configurations (col. 4 lines 53-57), and sending 
the updated product configuration form over the network to the client (col. 4 lines 57-61), (claim 
2) further comprising displaying the product configuration form on a client computer (col. 4 lines 
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57-59, col. 5 lines 39-46), receiving an input corresponding to a modification to the product 
configuration form on the client computer (col. 5 lines 12-20), sending the form modification 
request to the design system over the network (col. 5 lines 22-33), receiving over the network the 
updated product configuration form from the design system (col. 5 lines 39-46, 65-67) and 
displaying the updated product configuration form on the client computer (col. 4 lines 50-61), 
(claim 3) further comprising receiving on the design system a product configuration request and 
at least one output option from the client computer (col. 4 lines 50-54, col. 5 lines 6-20), and 
generating at least one output in accordance with the product configuration request and the at 
least one output option (col. 4 lines 54-61, col. 5 lines 22-46), (claim 4) wherein said generating 
the at least one output includes retrieving product configuration information from a database 
(col. 4 lines 8-14, lines 54-57, col. 5 lines 26-38), loading at least one computer aided design 
object in a into a computer aided design system (col. 2 lines 10-1, col. 3 lines 1-13, col. 4 lines 8- 
19), and modifying the at least one computer aided design object in accordance with the product 
configuration request and the product configuration information (col. 4 lines 54-61) and (claim 
7) wherein the network includes the internet (col. 3 lines 65 - col. 4 lines 4). 

15. Claims 1, 2 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Vogler 
(U.S. Pat 5,815,683). The claimed invention reads on Vogler as follows: 

Vogler discloses (claim 1) of modifying a product configuration form, the method 
comprising the steps of receiving over a network a form modification request from a client 
computer (col. 1 lines 41-42, col. 3 lines 1-13), generating in a design system an updated product 
configuration form in which at least one question answer field is modified in accordance with the 
form modification request and permitted design configurations (col. 1 lines 42-45, col. 3 lines 
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13-14), and sending the updated product configuration form over the network to the client 
computer (col. 3 lines 14-16), (claim 2) further comprising displaying a product configuration 
form on a client (col. 3 lines 17-23, col. 4 lines 9-19), receiving an input corresponding to a 
modification to the product configuration form on the client computer (col. 3 lines 1-13), sending 
the form modification request to the design system over the network (col. 2 line 59 - col. 3 line 
13), receiving over the network the updated product configuration form from the design system 
(col. 3 lines 13-16) and displaying the updated product configuration form on the client computer 
(col. 3 lines 17-23, col. 4 lines 9-19), and (claim 7) wherein the network includes the internet 
(col. 2 lines 53-63). 

Conclusion 

16. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Ujiie (U.S. Pat 6,748,346) - teaches a CAD system used to determine an assembly of 

parts. 

Kaminsky et al (U.S. Pat 6,725,1 12) - teaches a system and method for evaluating a 
product design, with a user interface connected via a LAN, WAN or the Internet for accessing 
the design system. 

Harrison et al (U.S. Pat 6,61 1,725) - teaches a CAD drawing that shows a machine 
operator how to assemble a part. 

Sebastian (U.S. Pat 5,552,995) - teaches a CAD/CAM system which designs a product 
with CAD and a finished design is translated into a set of instructions for product assembly. 
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1 7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul L Rodriguez whose telephone number is (703) 305-7399. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 6:00 - 4:30 T-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Leo P Picard can be reached on (703) 308-0538. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 



system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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